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MEMBER FOR VASSE 
Monkeypox — Personal Explanation 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse — Deputy Leader of the Liberal Party) [2.55 pm]: I wish to rise under standing 
order 148 to make a personal explanation. 
The SPEAKER: Before I give you the call for a personal explanation, I give you some words of advice. Under 
standing order 148, a personal explanation may not be debated. It can be used to correct a “misimpression” but you 
may not make a reply or raise a new matter. Bearing that in mind, I give you the call to make a personal explanation. 
Ms L. METTAM: I rise under standing order 148 to make a personal explanation. In question time today, the 
Minister for Health suggested that I had received some information that was the subject of a Department of Health 
data breach and that I had also passed on that information or data. This is categorically not the case. This is not true. 
I met with the woman who had already raised these issues with the Department of Health. I raised these issues because 
we know that this government has a history when it comes to these issues. This is just — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Order, please! 

Point of Order 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I have a point of order. 
The SPEAKER: Could the member sit down; she will get the call again. Before I take the minister’s point of 
order, personal explanations are generally heard in silence. That is the other key point with a personal explanation. 
I provided that guidance at the start. I will give the call to the Minister for Corrective Services. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I draw your attention to the footnote at the bottom of page 58 in reference to standing 
order 148. It says — 

Member must confine himself — 
I apologise for the sexist language — 

to the matter of his personal explanation: 
Again, I apologise for the sexist language. Clearly, the member cannot reference anybody, apart from herself, in 
providing her personal explanation. To the extent that the member intends to reflect on anybody else, including the 
government, she is in breach of the standing order. 
The SPEAKER: Minister, what you have said is perfectly correct, and I do not disagree with anything you have 
said. However, I am going to give the member the call again, and I will be the judge of whether or not she is in breach. 

Personal Explanation Resumed 
Ms L. METTAM: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
To conclude my remarks, as I stated, I met with this woman who was very concerned. No data was shared or 
exchanged. She made that very clear. I would like to ensure that the record is corrected in relation to some very 
false accusations by the other side. 
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